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02 September 2026 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope you have all had a wonderful and relaxing summer, and that your child is feeling excited and 
ready for the new term! As we prepare to welcome everyone back tomorrow, I wanted to share a 
few key reminders to help ensure a smooth start. 
 
Timings of the Day 
 
Year 7: Pupils should arrive at the main gate at 8.30am, from where they will be directed to the 
tennis courts to meet staff and Tutor Group Assistants (TGAs). 
 
Years 8 – 11: Pupils should arrive at 10.00am and go directly to their Tutor Group Base. 
 
Mobile Phone Policy 
 
You may be aware that the government has updated its mobile phone guidance for schools now 
requiring all schools in England to operate as phone-free environments by default from 01 
September 2026.  In short, this means that there is a legal requirement for schools to be ‘phone 
free’ for the entirety of the school day including lessons, class transitions, breaktimes, and lunchtimes.  
This includes not only mobile phones but other smart devices with similar functionality, such as 
smartwatches. 
 
To ensure total clarity, here is a quick summary of our expectations (our mobile phone policy is 
available on the ‘Policies’ page of our website). 
 
The key points of this policy are as follows:  
 

• Pupils are not permitted to use their mobile phones during the school day or on the school 
site. (This includes during lessons, in the time between lessons, at breaktimes and at 
lunchtimes, before/after school.)  
 

• Should a parent/carer wish for their child to bring a mobile phone into school it should be 
switched off before the pupil enters the school via the gate, and carried out of sight in the 
pupil’s school bag. The pupil should immediately hand their mobile phone to their form tutor 
(during registration) who will lock it away securely for the remainder of the school day (in the 
tutor base). If a pupil is late to school their mobile phone should immediately be handed to 
staff in the welfare room (where pupils register) who will lock it away securely for the 
remainder of the school day (in the welfare room).  

 

http://www.springfield.uk.net/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-schools
https://www.springfield.uk.net/school-life/policies


 
 

 
 
 

• Pupils bringing a mobile phone to school must ensure that the phone has an appropriate 
protective cover and is appropriately labelled with their full name and tutor group.  

 
• If a pupil is found using their mobile phone (this includes the device ringing, vibrating or 

making sounds to notify the user of alerts etc.) it will be confiscated, locked away securely, 
the misuse logged on Class Charts and a 60-minute detention set for the same day. Failure 
to adhere to the mobile phone policy may also lead to a further sanction such as a 90-minute 
detention, internal exclusion and/or a fixed term suspension 
 

Uniform 
 
We look forward to seeing our pupils arrive tomorrow in full ‘winter uniform’.  Please note that our 
‘relaxed’ summer uniform options (such as shorts) are no longer permitted. For quick reference, 
here are some key standards to keep in mind: 
 

• Jumpers - plain black V-neck with Springfield logo  
• Red clip-on ties with Springfield logo - to be worn by all pupils and not defaced in anyway  
• Discreet make-up only (false eyelashes/nails not being allowed)  
• One pair of plain stud earrings only - any other visible piercing must be removed or have a 

clear ‘retainer’ stud in its place  
• Jewellery - a watch and one pair of plain stud earrings are the only items of jewellery 

permitted. Studs that enlarge the pierced hole in the ear are not permitted. Other jewellery 
worn will be confiscated. Further visible body-piercings are not acceptable  
 

The list above is provided as a quick reference only and does not reflect our full guidelines which 
can be accessed via our website.  
 
We are truly looking forward to welcoming all of our pupils back tomorrow for what promises to 
be a vibrant and rewarding term ahead. Thank you, as always, for your continued support and 
partnership. 
 
Warm regards  
 

 
Ms Kelly  
Head of School  
  

https://www.springfield.uk.net/assets/Documents/Uniform/School-Uniform-Guidelines.pdf


 
 

 
 
 
 
DfE National Consultation: Growing up in the online world 
 
In addition to the reminders regarding our mobile phone policy, I would like to encourage both you 
and your child to participate in the DfE National Consultation: Growing up in the online world which 
closes on 26 May 2026.   
 
This consultation is a significant opportunity to influence how digital technology is regulated for 
young people.  It will consider several key measures, including: 
 

• setting a minimum age for children to access social media - and what age would be right 
 

• restricting risky functionalities and design features that encourage excessive use, such as 
infinite scrolling and autoplay 

 
• whether the digital age of consent should be raised 

 
• how age verification and age assurance technologies can support effective implementation 

 
• whether the guidance on the use of mobile phones in schools should be put on a statutory 

footing 
 

• better support for parents, including clearer guidance and simpler parental controls 
 

Your voice is vital in shaping future safeguards.  Thank you for your continued support in maintaining 
an environment in which all of our young people are focussed and ready to learn.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
Ms Kelly 
Head of School 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/growing-up-in-the-online-world-a-national-consultation

